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Curious Amufements for 


To which are added the moft 


Material Occurrences Foreign and 


— 


Performd by a Society of GE N TLEMEN. 


From April 7th. to Frtdap April orb. 1708. 


~Frrind of mine the other day told me, 
that the Demontacks mention’d in 
Scripture, were only Mad-men 3 pray 
| Tour Opinicn of them 
A. The Queftion {prang originally at leaft from 
the Scepticks of our Age, who affirm that what are 
(aid Scripture to be Demoniacks, are no other 
than Men afflicted with fome ftrange Diltempers, 


Q. 


fuch as convulfions, Falling ficknefs, Madnefs, &e. 


becaule we hear nothing of Demoniacks among et- 
ther Jews or Gentiles before the Birth of Chrift, But 
ro this Sceptical Argument we reply : 


1. Fofephus tells us, that Solomon left behind him 
fuch Methods of Exorcizing Demons, as expelld 


them from the Bodies of Men in fo effectual a man- 
ner, thar they never re entred more. And if any 
(hou'd demur to the credibility of the Story, tc is 
a Proof, that the notion of Demoniacks was current 
among the Jews befure our Saviour’s advent, fince 
otherwite Fofephus coud have had no manner of 
pretence for this Particular Kelation concerning So- 
fomon. | 

2. Our Saviour fays to the Fews, by whom do 
your Children caft our Devils 2 Now tho’ our Sccp- 
ucks will not admit the Authority of Scripture, yet 
rhis Patlage is introduc’d in fo collateral a way 
( without the leaft defign of proving the exiftence of 


Demoniacks, but with intenuon to prove another 


thing from undeniable Matter of Fact ) that impar- 
tial Reafon cannot but allow irto be a pregnant Ar- 
gument of what we are contending for. a 

3. From the Scepticks Argument ir follows, that 
thofe Mcn, whom our Saviour and his Followers 
term'd poficft, were univer(ally lookd upon before 
as diftemperd Perfons. But can we think that our 
Saviour’s moft bitter Enemies wou'd have adinitted a 
notion, Which He was the firft Scarter of. And yet 
we find not in Scripture, that this Notion was ever 
objected to ; whereas Objections of a more aggra- 
vating Nautre, are very freely recorded there. And 
it fome object ( for whar will not fome object > ) 
the Scriptures were not written till a Century 
or longer, beyond rhe time that our Savionr’s Mira- 
cles are record’d to have been done, yet this and the 
foregoing Argument may {till be urg'd with the 
fame Advantage. 

4. How came the Chriftians to obtrude fo new a 
Notion upon theHeathens who wou'd certainly have 
rejected ‘it in Oppofition to Chriftiamity, cou’d they 
any ways have done it. And yet, that they did nor, 


of ? 


we may gather from Plutarch and Lucian (both 


Heathen Authors ) and the whole Stream of the An- 
cient Fathers ; and that not fo much from their ex- 
prefs Affertions, but ( what is more conyincing to 
Scepricifm ) from the very way of arguing. 

5. Origen includes thofe very kinds ot madnefs, 
which feem neareft to poffeffion, within the Miracles 
of Healing Difeafes, and yet rakes abundant rotice 
of Demoniacks roo. Whence we fee, that he (uffi- 
ciently diftinguifhes between Madne(s and Pofleffion. 

6. From Theophilus, Minucius, Tertullian, and Sc. 
Cyprian, we learn, that Devils, when adjur’d by 
Chriftians, confets'd themfelves to be Infernal 
cits, ana that too in the prefence of the very Hea- 
thens, tho’ with great Reluctancy. And He, who 
reads the Confident Appeals otf Tertullian and St. 
Cyprian, the one to the Mapiftrares and Governours, 
of the Roman Empire, the other to Demetrianus (a 
bitter Periécutor cannot poifibly doubr their Te- 
{timonies. 

This very Argument of the Scepricks naturally 
{uppofes, that Chrift heal’d Convullions, rhe Fall- 
ing-ficknefs, and Madnefs, by a bare Command, and 
yet if you urge it upon them, This is more than they 
are willing to admit; {0 contradictory a thing is 
Scepucilm, fo unreatonable is [nfideliry. 

Q. I defire to know, what the Soul is, and you will 
oblige an admirer of all thofe Sciences Apollo is Ma- 
Yours Califta. 

A. The Soul is, an Immortal Subftance endued 
with a Power. of Thinking, and created for a State 
ot Probation. Since Man is not {ufficiently acquainc- 
ed with the nature of the Soul and that of Angels, to 
aflign any ‘Innate Property, wherein the former, 
when in a State of Seperate Exiftence, differs from 


the latrer, we thought fit to diftinguifh the Soul by 
one of the Ends (tho’ not the Ulumate one ) of its 


Creation. 

Q. Is there an Anaftomofis or fnofculation of the Ar- 
teries into the Veinmwe If not, how doth the Blood pa/t 
out of the Arteries intothe Veins ? _ 

A, There is no Anaftomofis of the Arteries with 


the Veins, which being granted, doth neceflarily 


refuppofe a Perforation of the Artery into the 
Vein, for the Paffage of the Blood, out of one Vei- 
fel immediately into the other, which contradicteth 
Senfe and Reafon; becaute if the Blood did pafs by 
the Inofculation of the Veffeis of different Kind, im- 
mediately into each other, and not by the Exrtemi- 
cies Of the Arteries into the Interftices of the Veffels 


and 


f 
‘ 
$2.4 
aS 
34 
i 
‘ 
q 
j 
ai? 
¥ 
4 
. 
4 
| 
i 
4 
; 
i 
& 
4 
/ J 
4 


si} Habits of the Body, it would interdi& all Nu- 
of Parts: But oa the other fide, Ve ffels do 
so culace with thofe ot the fame Family, Arteries 


Arceries, and Veins with Veins, fo that 


Veffel being obftruted in the fame kind, anoth 


Leing open"d, may_ ‘reely receive the Blood, an 
preerve its Circulation. 

Enjuire of Apollo what thofe Numbers are 
that bare cleir Proporties ; they are in the Proportion 
or 2 to 3, and the Square of either Number added 
with the cther Number will bz a rational Square - 
4. This Queftion is one of Diophantus’s, only 
tis here propoled with a Determination that makes 
more dificult, viz. that the rwo Numbers be 
nthe Ratio 2 to 3, the Numbers and will 
aniwer the Queftion, the Numbers and 
will anfwer ix. If the Gentleman Querift will 
be pleasd to try if he can find two more, he may 
chance to meer with fome difficulry in the Inveftiga- 
rion; if he docs 4ind ‘em, we will congratulate him 
upon it, if he does not, ‘us but having his recourfe 
10 Apolo, 

(). What is your Opinion of an Ignis Fatuus, or 

A. An Ignis Fatuus is ‘a Meteor confifting of 
an Oyly Exhalation, which is the reafon, why it is 
oy alonger duration, than thofe other Meteors, that 
ave coinpos'd of Sulphurous, or Nitrous Particles. 

(>, Gendemen, Pray tell us which ss the more No- 
kimp.syment of a Rational Being, Leve, or Friend:- 
Ip | 
A. Friendfhip certainly is the Moft Noble Em- 
ployment of a Rational Soul. Love feems only the 
Lysverion of the Mind, But Friendfhip is its Buh- 
nos. Phe in fome Meatfure letlons the Dignity 
of Humane Nature. The Latter raifes and Enobles 
ir, even to a Similirude of the Deity himfelf, for it 
gives us a Taft ot ruole Joys which are only to be 
found in his Prefence. Namely, a mutual defire of 
pleating and raifing the Felicuy of each other. Bur 
we Ought to fpend no Time in the Proof of this, it 
we did but rightly confider, that Friendihip is the 
Child of Reafon, Love bue the Fondling of the 


Paflions. 
CY Hilo were the firft Inhabitants of America ? 


4, Who they were, is a Matter yet Undilcover'd, 


Bat we dare not therefore fay wth fome, that Ame- 
y:ca Was not Inhabited from any other Parc of the 
World, and fo confequeatly not over-whelm'd with 
che Flood; fince fo bold an Ailernon is contrary to 
che Scripture-Account of an Univerfal Deluge ; 
nor are the Arguments, which are brought to favour 
ir, at all conclufive. 

is the Canfe of littie white Spots, which 
fometimes prow under the Nails of the Fingers? And 
what 13 the réafon they fay they are Gifts ? | 

A Thole litde Spors are from white glittering 
Particles, which are mix’d with red in the Blood, 
and happen to remain there fome time. The reaton 
of their being call’d Gitts, is as Wile an one as thar 
of Letters, Winding-Sheets, Gc. in a Candle. 
does a Greater Fire Extinguifh a Leffer > 

4. Becaufe the Greater Fire extracts fo large a 
uanuty of thofe Sulphurous and Nitrous Particles, 
with Which the Circumambient gir abounds, that 
it leaves not afufficient Quantity to iupply the Leffer 
ire. 

Q. hether in Admiring and Meditacing the Lives, 
Hiftirses, Humours and Sayings of Men the moft ex. 
ceucn!, we don't yun the Lazard, of loofimg our own Nae 
tural Ads wtages ? For thinking to accord our Hu- 
saous to other Mens Examples, we forget or flight all 
fiat 45 our own, and f[carcely ever the Other with 
‘ 

4. There is fcarce an Excellence but what muft 
be guarded with Wearinels and Caution. And there 


fore asimitation is excellent in it’s kind, {0 it mutt 
be manag’d with wondertul Circumf{pection. Too 
nearly 10 Copy after the Sayings of other Perfons is 


to be Parrots, and not Men: To accommodate our 


felves to their’ Humours inthe grofs, isto Ape, and 
not Imitate. When therefore we fer before us the 
moft eminent Examples, we muft not be a Servile 


Herd, as the Poet expreffes it ; we muft feparate the 


Ore from the Drofs; we muft nor {uffer any Coin 
ro be current among us, mecrely becaufe it bears 
the Imageof the Perion we admire. Inthemoft ex- 
cellent of Men, we muft diftinguith between their 
Vertues and Vices, their Excellences and Deiccts ; 


? 


we muft weigh the difference of Conditions, of Ge. 
nius’s, of Times, of Places, and thole other acciden- 


tal Circumftances, which may intirely alcer the na- 
ture of an Action. We muft endeavour accurately 
to know our Selves, that we may be thoroughly {fen- 
fible, whether that be not Awkward in Us, which 
is Graceful in Another. But above all, we muft nor 
overlook ourown Talents, but muft exert our Fa- 
culties in Refining, in Improving, in Inventing. 
And if we thus prudently direct our Imitation, we 


fhall make good that common Simile ot a Dwart tet 
upon a Giant's Shoulders, 


POEMS. 
Pollo either hold your Hand, ' 


| Or Bufinefs will forfake the Land 3 


IT for Cloath oth Woolen Draper ; 
Quoth he, as fean’s I've read this Paper. 
Of one, for Buttons then, to fow on ; 
He cryd Pl only read this Poem. 

To the Tavern next, and cal’d for Wine ; 
Thefe Lines, he anfwer'd, are Divine. 

A Friend for Money, then I pref? on ; 

Said ke, Pave here a wifer Quieftion. 

But were st not, I went on truft, 

( And till Pave Money fo I muft) 

certainly had broke their Sconces , 

For gsving me fuch Damn'd Refponfes. 
Now tell me, fince of all this Mifchief, 
Tour Bantering Apollo is chief, 

Hav'ng fruftrated thus all my Ends, 

What Good bell do to make amends ? 


A. Why, this it is our Thoughts to loofe, 
On one of lefs Brains than a Goofe 5 | 
When greateft Friendihip we have fhown, 
Your wanr of Senfe, {till makes it none - 
Had we not Mercer thus atrack’d, 
By Baylitfs you had foon been back'd ; 


Or had we not prevented Wine, 


Yo. had been chang’d into a Swine : 


Your Friend too we have kept more true, 
Than if he'd Money lent to you ; 


For Money lent where there’s no Chattels; 
Turns Friendfhip into fierceft Battles, 


When we wou’d Danae’s Love Command, 
We purchacd it, with Gold in Hand : 
Bring Gold, and Wine enough you'll (wallow, 
Whilft on the Bar they lay 400 ; 
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5: Punk, with Gold for Silks, to mount her, Gentlemen, 1 was fo well pleas’d with the Anfwer 
5 wn goes on the Counter ; -you gave to the Queftion thar I fent you, Since as 


| Judges you fit, &c. That upon fight thereof at Mr. 
Though I'ma God amongft the Witty, ; Mayo’s, I immediately Sub{crib’d for your Papers, 


Lucre’s a Greater in the City. for Tam nor fo.very poor but I can afford that. I 
| have fent you the following in an{wer to Yours, &c. 


Q. Great Sons of Apollo, 


Whom Multitudes follow, Since to Rome I 
Re For Solution of dificult Doubts ; | ( Whether willing or no ) 
o Pray cell me, at Pleasure, | : As your Britith Apollo declares, 
Vve dr ank out of Meajure, Pray let your next fay, 
: Words in fuch Clufters comecut. | Who for P aff: age muft pay, 
| Wen I'm free from Grapes Fuice, Uniefs muft fly in the Air. 
My Tongue will produce, you at firft, 
Plain Engiifis as taught by Grammar : I’m with Poverty Curft, 
But a Pint of that fame, And I vow it is wondrous Civil, 
Makes it falser and Lame, You frou'd be fo mad, 
And [pear ti. hick lke a Man that does Stammer 2 More Curfas to add, 
J. Since your Volatile Head, In fending me Poft to the Devil ? 


Ry one Pint’s thus Mifled, 


4. Alas! There's no need, 
And your Grammar does fufter fo plainly ;| 


Of Wings or of Steed, 
St Chriftopher’s Staff but mounting, 
Yow il fly like a Witeh, 
With a Broom at her Breech, 


Nor fear any Tempefts Rencounting. 


To the Glafs be not prone, 
Rut ler Tippling alone, 

Or fhatter your Poetry mainly. 
For the Fumes of your Wine, 
To the Spirits Affign, 


Perverfe and inordinate Motions, | Take Loyola's Cowl, 
Whence the Nervous default, the Weather be fouf, 
: ‘Makes your Clapper thus hal, And by Land, you your Journey intend ; 
And exprets {uch impalpable Notions. Clemens old Boot, | 
Though with ne’r a Sole to’r, 


Happy Sons of Ged Apollo, 
, rive the Query that does follow: | 
py Bena’ Mountain vowlits Flame, Vidtoria’s thin Smock, 
Tho’ but down to your Nock, 
And whence that dreadful Fire firft came >? y 
Were Armour all Rogues to withftand, 
St Dennis cou'd come, 
Twice as far, as from Rome, | 
With his Head all the way in his Hand, 
Admit the worft Evil, | 
. . | 
Q. Worthy Wifemen, affure ye, You meet with the Devil; 
Pave a Wife that Scolds like Fury ; [vis but incountring the Rafcal ;_ , 
When I Flatter, then fhe Huffs me, Your Fame all around, | 
When I Kifs ber, fisll {hse Cuffs me With Glory will found, 
Faith I'm weary of my Life Sir; And be fubje& for ever Pafquil. 
And wou'd fain devide the Strife Sir 5 ' | 


Tell me therefore great Pretender, | 
Is st poffibie to mend her, 
For fhe's and I can’t bend her. Foreign News, 


A. Let her talk her {elf quite Dumb Sir, paft import, 
After that, the’ll hold her Tongue Sir, all me of an ee with the Male. 


Ir will carry you dry ro the End. 


A. Thote Towring Flames are daily fed, 
Ry Sulph’rous Mines in bred : 
Whofe Fiery Parts firft kindled were, 
By their Inteftine Motion there. — 


Or if you wou'd ule her Rougher, Dyet at 
When fhe Cuffs you, tightly Cuff her { Opporeyniry- The Malecontents make great Ravagesin. 
If this will not bring the Vixen, LY pe reh and other Countries,their Party being very 
From the Temper fhe is fixt in ; Paris April 9. N. S. The Courts of Verfailles and Se. 
Brace a Drum up with her Hide Sir, Germains, 


occafio Four Treo 

Thunder on it, when She Chides Sir, ; she of our 
Surely this She'll not abide Scr, Landed is altogetber Groundlefs. We 
forthe § Men’ of War chat fail'd from 
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id to Sublevibe them for the Bristfh 

uty Novinatethe Officers the Paper, ai¢ to Su 
This Week his Majesty At which Paces alto Advertilenients are Taken in at 
Half a Crown each, if of moderate length they may 


who are to ferve in the Netherlands uncer the Duke of 
Vendome, and under the Marfbal de Villars, on the up 
per-Rhine. They write from Madrid of the 27th palts 
that on the 15th a Geaman Collonel, with his Regiment 
ot Foot, Two Squadrons of Horle, a Body of Mgnt 
lets and Peafants, arrack’d our Troops quarter d at Gra- 
os, which defended themfelves with fo much Obftinacy, 
~newithtaading the Inequality of Numbers, That the 
Troors in the Neighbourhood had time to come up to 
treic whereupon the Enemy retreatelto Ca- 
tJonia. The fame Letters add, that the 22d of the {ame 
Month, the Marquis de Bay fent out a Detacnment - 
Horfe to Rouches, where meeting with two Troops 
Horfe, and a Party of the Enemies Foot, They attack'd 
chen with preat Vigour, and kill’d 22 on the Spot, aad 
carried off Nine, with thei Horfes to Badajox. 7 
Dunkirk, April ro. NW. S. The Squadron that fai! 
from hence on the Expedition to Scotland, 1s return d 
hither. tho not without Great Lofts ; Moft of the Ships 
Came in the 6th Infant, and the Next Day came in the 
Prerenter, and on the 8ch fet out ina Poft.-Chaife for 
Pars. The Court has {ene Orders to take otf the Em- 
bargo that was ‘aid oa all Shipping. Our Coavents 


and Hofpitals being too few to Accommodate all the 
S.ck Soldiers that have been fet afhore here, Great Part 
of them have been fent to Furnes, Ipres, and Lifle. 
Bruffelis, April 13th. The Confederate Forces 
wij} begin to Canton in 8 or re Days, in order to En- 
camp Early, by Reafon the Enemy gave Out, that they 
are preparing to form a Camp at Comines, on the Lys, 
of 42 Kattallions, and 50 Squadrons, under the Com- 
mand ot Countla Motte. Monfieur Chamillard ts ar- 
riv’d at Liflein order to view the Magazines, and difpole 
every thing for the Opening of the Monfieur 
Auverquergue has been fome Days indifpos’d with an 
Age. pretty well recoverd. On Tuefday laft 
the bal of Albermarle fet our ina Polt-Chatfe for the 
Hague, as did Major General Cadogan, the Marquis of 
Weterlo, Count Urfel, Monfieur Patcale, and Baron 
Urangel the day before. On Monday laft, towards the 
Evening, One of the Enemies Parties advanc'd to the 
Village of Ixells, within lels than a Mile of this City, 
out ot the Namur Gate, and carried off an Enfign with 
5 or 6 Soldiers they found there. The Enemy offer'd no 
rudenets to the Inhabitants ; but a Soldier of the Forces 
of Hanover drawing his Swoid, and making a puth ag 

One of the French; the Latter, who had his Bagonett 
atthe Muzzle of his Peice, ftruck him dead. 

Hague April 13.N. S. His Grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough having held {everal Conferences with Prince Eu- 
gene and the Deputies of the States, is preparing to Re- 
turnto England, where, ’tis faid, he wilinot {tay above 
s or 6 days, and then rerurn hither, in order to open 

the Campain. Notwithftanding the Refule of thele 

Conferences are kepe very fecet, ‘tis whilper'd, that ir 

has been refolv'd, that Prince Fugene fhall lay Siege to 

fome Confiderable Place, andthatthe Duke of Marlbo- 
rough fhall cover the fame with the Main Army. Prince 

Eugene defigns to fet oue the 21 or 22d for Vienna, 
where he will not ftay longer than the Duke of Marl- 
borough in England. Creat Preparations are making 
at Ghent, which, tas generally believ'd, are defign’d for 
a Seige. Monfieur Hugetan, is at laft marricd to Madam 
D’ Odyck, nocwithftanding-all the Oppofition that was 
made by her Noble Relations. | 

Any that defire Books of Guards to keep their Papers 
in, may have chem neatly bound for two Shilllwgs a piece 
co hold 10,by leaving word with the Men in their walks. 

_ Any Perfons may have the Supernumerary Paper tor 

the Month of April, at ad. a piece or 6 d. a Quarter 
any time this Moath at Mr. Bickerren’s, 

A}l Perfons are defir'd to fend their Letters, whether 
with Quefttons or Subicriptions tor the Paper, either to 

Mr. #. Keble, in Wefiminfler-Hall, Mr. Tho. Bickerton, at 

the Go den Flower-de-Luce, in St. Paul’s-Church-Tard, of 
to the Printer, whofe Name you will find at the Ead or 


Printed for the Authors, by. 


in Eleet-firees. Where Advertifements are 


Mayo, at the againit Water-Lane 


aken in. 


aiio be deliver'd ro the Menin their Walks. 


Anv Perions may have whole Sets from the Beginniag | 


upon directing as before. The Conditions are, two Shil- 
lings per Quarter, to be deliver dat each Perions Houte, 
and proportionable Deductions to be mace to all who 
come in within the Quarter. 

A Gentleman fome time fince, fent us (what he caiis) 


a Tuant ana Satyrical Piece; which we waved, 


ing, as not knowing whether to place it amongft our 
Prefe or Verte, or how it woud be either Diverting or 
Editying : On “hich, it feems he ts very angrv, and by 
way ot Reprifal, refiects on the Errata s of the Pieis on 


our ignorance of writing tive Senie, but many Schosw 


Boysabout Town will convince him of his Mitlake, 

Whereas Mathematical Queitions have beea fene 
us, which require Schemes ingravd for Demonttration, 
if fuch Queriits will be at Charge thereat they may have 
have them inierted there being no Reaton we floyd 
be amore expence on the Aniwer to o1e Pertons Ciue. 
ftions than anothers; but they may have Aniwers 
vately fent them. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


pon the Death of a learned Clergvman in Suflex, 
about 5 Years: age, there was taken out ot his 
Study among other things (as yet unknown dy whem ) 
a very ancient Englith Maauicript, Entitled the whole 
Body of the Cathalick Religiou, by one Father Bennet 
a Monk. Ht ‘tis ftillin being, and can be obtain’d en- 


tira, whoever brings it to Mr Keble Booxteulerin Wait. 


mitfter-Hall, fhall be direéted where to receive 29 
Pounds tor his Pains, 
Hit Coachman who took in a Lidy (and a Ser. 
vant-Maid, a Blackamoor ) about 9 1n the Evening 
On Monday the 25th ot March, in Queens-Sguare Well 
miniter, and fet’em down inthe Old-Baily ; ts to 
bring the littie Bandbox which was accidentally lett ja 
the Coach,to the Houle whence he took ’em in, or wheie 
he fet “em down,and he fhallhave ros. tor his Pains. 
[ F one Fames Audiey who was in the Year 1682 a 
Scrivener in Briffol, and is now fuppos’d to be in or 
about Lenton, willcome tome time betore the roth. day 
May next to Mr. Giles, in Vine-Court in Dean Street Scho, 
he {hall be Paid all manner of Charges, and Receive the 
Sun: of 1@ Pound asa Reward tera Peice of Service he 
may do | 
ROPT, on the 3oth. of March, about ro a Clock 
at Night, between the Bell Tavern in King-Screet 
Weitminfler, andthe Horte-Ferry. A {mall Parchment 
Cever'd Pocket Book, tyed rcund with Red ‘ape, in 
which were feveral Notes and Papers of no ufe to any 
butthe Owner. Whoever brings to Mr. Eeles an Apo- 
thecary, inthe Bowling Alley, Weftminfter, fhall have 
20 5. Reward, | 
HE Daily Self-Examination, or an Earneft Perfua 
five to the Duty of Daily Self-Examination. A 
Preparative to Death, Wiitten Originally in Latin by 
Erafmus, now Render’d into Englifh.both by Robert War- 
ren, M. A. Rector of Charltonin Kent. An Admoniti- 
onto the Diffenters, being a Vindicarion of a Difcourte 
Concerning the Invention ot Men in the Worfhip of 
God, by the Moft Reverend Father in God William Lord, 
Arch-Bithop of Dublin. The true way to Peace and U- 


nity, ving. Accounc of the Hardfhips and Preffures 
hiesunder. Stereonometry or the Art ot 


the Clergy} 
{uring Solids, by Bafil Wood, Gent. Secree and Family- 
Prayers, with Briet tor the zsore Devout Reteiving 
the Lords Supper, to which is added, a Difcourte of the 
Value ot the Soul. 


All Sold by ho. Bickerton. at the 
Golden Flower-de-Luce in St. Paul burch 
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